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advance on the England of 1350. The feudal
Monarchy has disappeared, the feudal Baronage
has gone, and the feudal land system has almost
passed away. The continental policy of the Plan-
tagenets has been finally abandoned. The country
is rapidly growing into a great commercial state, and
with this growth the middle class rises. And though
Parliament has declined in power and the Monarchy
grown in strength, yet the basis of that Monarchy is
popular, and its strength lies in the fact that it is
needed to give that peace to the country which shall
enable the people to consolidate their strength. The
history of the next period is that of the gradual rise
of a strong opposition, under the rule of a line of
kings, who neglected their opportunity to destroy
the liberties of the country.

